(For J. RISIEN RUSSELL, M.D.) E. F., A WOMAN, aged 40, a patient in the National Hospital under the care of Dr. Risien Russell, about seven years ago began to notice her back " growing out " on the right side, and consulted a doctor, on whose advice she got an instrument to wear to support her back. She has worn different instruments ever since. In herself she has felt well and been able to do her work as lady's companion more or less until quite lately, when she began to complain that her hands, especially the right, would get blue and cold when she was up and about. Also, recently, her arms have got quite weak and helpless, and have a heavy, dead feeling. Her back also is weak, so that she " drops to pieces " when her instrument is off. Her right leg, she thinks, may be a little weak. She passes her urine frequently. In all other respects her history is negative. She is a fairly well nourished and developed woman of about the age stated, and on examination presents the following positive points of note: There is a very slight nystagmoid jerking on lateral deviation of the eyes. In the upper limbs there is much wasting, some spasticity, and voluntary movements are very poor. In the trunk there is marked right scoliosis, with weakness of the muscles. In the legs there is no wasting, but slight spasticity, with spastic gait. Sensory changes are slight and somnewhat indefinite. There is very slight hypaesthesia over the right arm and shoulder, and very slight hypalgesia over the right arm and shoulder and the right side of the trunk. There is fairly complete thermancesthesia over the trunk, less complete over the left lower extremity and still less over the right lower extremity, while over the upper extremities there are only very occasional mistakes made, and these are more often made on the right side than on the left. The reflexes are present in the upper extremities, the triceps being brisk. The abdominal reflexes are absent. The knee-jerks and ankle-jerks are very brisk, with clonus.
The plantars are extensor.
[Besides the signs in the nervous system, there is a well-marked fine systolic thrill and harsh, loud systolic bruit very localized at the pulmonary area.] 160 at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
